
April 2, 1971 

Dr. Dewitt Strstten. Jr. 
Director - * 
Rational Institute of General %dlcsl. Sciences 
19rtlonal Inrtltutes of Health 
Bathe&e, Xm-ylamd 28914 

I WEB very pleaoed to have a chance to talk wit% you dt ~ozm 
length early thie week. 

tnclomd la the article on the role of *‘Cenetlc Zngineerlng” 
that I mentlonad to you. I agree that Watron bn hla new fournd dlwmery 
that scientific advancas cm have hums impact may be aaklrzg; IOBY) 
adolerrcenl: oplaehitf. I have bean trying to cope: witti this for quite 
Iam@ time. 

I meal1 that you hsl sentPmmd four major meas of work that 
you regarded a~ the saln foci of P program ln genetica. According to 
my chaotic note8 there were 19 repping, 2) hettroeygote detection, 
3) regulatory effects, and 4) the cell bank, x, think I may have 
gotten confured a# anreng different aspects of the program,far iay 
note indicates that there were the areus in which contract funding 
uould be most appropriate and I am a little puetled about the 
distinction between that and the mere11 texture of the program. 
ff the letter lr tn qucrption, I would think it lqortant to place 
rpeclal emphaels on at least two odc3ltlonrl areas, the nature of the 
genetlt load, and the extent to which it lr manifest as somatic 
aotsprremeat, Clomly connectad with this, since we do not have a 

-c*ecleer idea of the fraetfon of the genetic loud that depends on re- 
current eutstfon, lo the problem of envlronmeqtal mutagrrneoio, the 
ultimate murce of genetic deterlorrtlon through lealonr in the D8U 
and chrosaomms. 

I as mindful that you had alro raentloned the poselblllty of 
lnvlgoratlng a number of specific centers where baalc and cllnlcaUy 
oriented work might better be correlated, and I will be writlag to you 
further on this score within the xmct two weeks. 

glncere ly your e , 

Joshua Lederberg 
Prsferrsr of Cenetlcr 
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